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Motivation and Aim 

•  Human rights to water and sanitation recently 
recognized 

•  Need to hold states accountable in implementing 
these rights 
– Treaty bodies monitor implementation via review of  

state reports  
– Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 

(CESCR) monitors rights to water and sanitation 
•  Study aim: Examine content of  state human rights 

reports and identify inconsistencies in reporting on 
water and sanitation 



Method: Analyzing State Reports 



Coding State Reports 
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State Reporting on Water & 
Sanitation (Norm Shifts) 
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Average Number of  Codes per Paragraph: 
Normative Content 
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Average Number of  Codes per Paragraph: 
Health, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
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An Imperative for Monitoring 
Through Indicators 

•  Call for streamlining reporting with universal 
indicators to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness of  reporting 
•  Universal indicators facilitate comparison across 

countries 
• Develop indicators with input from subject 

matter experts and state governments 



Goals for Designing Indicators 

Indicators will: 
1.  Improve efficiency in reporting 
2.  Enhance effectiveness in monitoring 

Indicators must: 
1.  Reflect norms of  human rights 
2.  Prove practical for state reporting 




