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1.  Development	  –	  Crea1ng	  Indicators	  
through	  the	  United	  Na1ons	  

2.  Implementa1on	  –	  Employing	  Indicators	  
in	  Reports	  to	  Human	  Rights	  Treaty	  
Bodies	  

3.  Applica1on	  –	  Facilita1ng	  Accountability	  
for	  Water	  &	  Sanita1on	  	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   Applica<on	  

The	  	  	  	  	  	  ndicator	  Development	  
Process	  



Indicator	  Crea<on	  as	  Poli<cal	  Process	  

• Elaborate	  
Norms	  
• Conceptualize	  
Indicator	  
Categories	  

• Translate	  
Exis1ng	  Data	  
into	  Rights-‐
Based	  Indicators	  
• Create	  Overlap	  
across	  Rights	  

Frame	   Iden<fy	   Review	  

• Consult	  for	  
scien1fic	  
validity	  and	  
poli1cal	  
relevance	  	  

DEVELOPMENT	   Implementa<on	   Applica<on	  

Interviews	  (12)	  Compara<ve	  Analysis	  
•  Educa1on	  
•  Health	  
•  Water	  &	  Sanita1on	  

Policy	  	  
Analysis	  



Framing	  Indicators	  

Conceptualizing	  Indicators	  

Structural	   Process	   Outcome	  
Binary	   Largely	  

Qualita1ve	  
Largely	  
Quan1ta1ve	  

State	  
commitments	  
to	  undertake	  
measures	  for	  
the	  realiza1on	  

of	  the	  right	  	  

State	  efforts	  
to	  implement	  

the	  right	  	  

Popula1on-‐level	  
results	  reflec1ng	  
individual	  
enjoyment	  of	  the	  

right	  	  

Role	  of	  the	  OHCHR/
Special	  Rapporteurs	  

Paul	  Hunt	  

DEVELOPMENT	   Implementa<on	   Applica<on	  



Iden<fica<on	  of	  Indicators	  
Interdisciplinary	  
Collabora<on	  
•  Reports	  of	  Special	  
Rapporteurs	  

•  Academic	  Ini1a1ves	  
•  SERF	  Index	  
•  OHCHR	  Illustra1ve	  
Indicators	  &	  Meta-‐Data	  
Sheets	  

Indicator	  
Specifica<on	  
•  Data	  Availability	  
•  Quan1ta1ve	  Preference	  
•  Reflec1ve	  of	  Reality	  

DEVELOPMENT	   Implementa<on	   Applica<on	  



Implementa<on	  of	  Indicators	  

Harmonizing	  Data	  in	  State	  
Repor<ng	  
•  What	  data	  DO	  states	  
report?	  

•  What	  data	  SHOULD	  
states	  report?	  

•  Developing	  Guidelines	  
for	  the	  Content	  of	  State	  
Reports	  

Development	   IMPLEMENTATION	   Applica<on	  

Comparisons	  across	  1me	  (and	  across	  countries)	  



Implementa<on	  of	  Indicators	  

Human	  Rights	  Treaty	  
Bodies	  
•  Commi^ee	  on	  Economic,	  Social	  

and	  Cultural	  Rights	  
•  Conven1on	  on	  the	  Rights	  of	  the	  

Child	  
•  Conven1on	  on	  the	  Elimina1on	  

of	  Discrimina1on	  Against	  
Women	  

•  Other	  Treaty	  Bodies?	  	  	  

Development	   IMPLEMENTATION	   Applica<on	  

Comparisons	  across	  1me	  (and	  across	  countries)	  

Research	  Necessary	  on	  
Repor1ng	  Prac1ce	  



Process	  Model	  
Developing	  Indicators	  for	  the	  	  

Right(s)	  to	  Water	  and	  Sanita1on	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   APPLICATION	  

(1) 	  	  	  Frame	  Norms	  
(2) 	  	  	  Iden1fy	  Indicators	  
(3) 	  	  	  Poli1cal	  Review	  



Jus<fying	  Indicators	  for	  Water	  and	  
Sanita<on	  

1990	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1995	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2000	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2005	  

General	  
Comment	  15	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   APPLICATION	  

“right to water 
indicators should 
be identified in the 
national water 
strategies or plans 
of action. The 
indicators should 
be designed to 
monitor, at the 
national and 
international 
levels, the State 
party’s 
obligations . . .” 



	  
Human	  	  
Rights	  

Facilita<ng	  Accountability	  for	  Water	  
and	  Sanita<on	  

UN	  Resolu<on	  on	  the	  Right	  to	  
Water	  and	  Sanita<on	  (2010)	  

Role	  of	  the	  Special	  Rapporteur	  

“Measuring whether Governments 
are making efforts towards the 
realization of the rights to water 
and sanitation to the maximum of 
available resources is an 
important budding area of work.”

 - Catarina de Albequerque

“the	  right	  to	  safe	  and	  clean	  drinking	  
water	  and	  sanita1on	  as	  a	  human	  
right	  that	  is	  essen1al	  for	  the	  full	  
enjoyment	  of	  life	  and	  all	  human	  
rights.”	  

MDGs	  
	  
	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   APPLICATION	  



Incorpora<ng	  Human	  Rights	  in	  the	  
Post-‐2015	  Development	  Goals	  

•  Berlin	  WHO	  and	  UNICEF	  consulta<on	  on	  
post-‐2015	  monitoring	  (Berlin	  
–  Exploring	  the	  relevance	  of	  the	  human	  right	  to	  water	  
and	  sanita1on	  to	  future	  monitoring	  efforts	  

•  END	  Working	  Group	  
–  Incorpora1ng	  rights-‐based	  norms	  for	  equity	  and	  non-‐
discrimina1on	  in	  the	  Post-‐2015	  water	  and	  sanita1on	  
agenda	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   APPLICATION	  



Iden<fying	  Candidate	  Indicators	  

Poli<cal	  Conflicts	  

•  Government	  Flexibility	  vs.	  
Cross-‐Na1onal	  
Comparison	  

•  Sefng	  Policy	  to	  Meet	  
Indicators?	  

•  Objec1vity	  as	  Accuracy?	  	  
	  
	  

•  Delineate	  a^ributes	  
of	  right(s)	  

•  Review	  exis1ng	  
indicators	  

•  Structure	  around	  
data	  

•  Consider	  overlap	  
with	  other	  rights	  

Development	   Implementa<on	   APPLICATION	  

Review	  with	  States	  to	  
Assure	  Implementa1on	  




