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Developing Water as a Human Right

To halve, by the year 2015, the ]

proportion of the world’s people ;
whose income is less than one dollar
a day and the proportion of people
who suffer from hunger and, by the
same date, to halve the proportion of

people who are unable to reach or to
afford safe drinking water.




DEVELOPMENT

General Comment 15 (2002)

The adequacy of water,
although variable, is
determined in all
circumstances by:

1. Availability
2. Quality

3. Accessibility
— Physical accessibility
— Economic accessibility
— Non-discrimination

— Information
accessibility

[R]ight to water indicators should
be indentified in national water
strategies or plans of action. The
indicators should be designed to
monitor, at the national and
international levels, the State
party’s obligations . . . [and]
should address the different
components of adequate water
(such as sufficiency, safety and
acceptability, affordability and
physical accessibility)

- UN Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights




IMPLEMENTATION
Implementing Water as a Human Right

UN Resolution on the Right to From Independent Expert to
Water and Sanitation (2010) Special Rapporteur "

“the right to safe and clean drinking
water and sanitation as a human
right that is essential for the full
enjoyment of life and all-human
rights.”

s WAITER IS A | N “Measuring whether Governments

\S/ are making efforts towards the
HLJ MAN y, realization of the rights to water
v RIGHTT r and sanitation to the maximum of

available resources is an
important budding area of work.”

- Catarina de Albequerque
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From General Comment to Rights-
Based Indicators

Role of the OHCHR/
Special Rapporteurs

Process — Indicator Development

Binary Largely Largely
Qualitative Quantitative
State State efforts Population-level
commitments toimplement results reflecting
to undertake the right nn#wdual
measures for enjoyment of the
the realization right
of the right

Paul Hunt




Creating Indicators for Water and

Sanitation

Justify > Propose | > Review

* Elaborate * Translate * Consult for
Norms Existing Data scientific

« Conceptualize into Rights- validity and

e Outline Based Indicators policy relevance
Indicator * Create Overlap
Categories dCross R|ght5



Conflicts in Creating an Indicator Set

for Water and Sanitation
Qualitative vs.

Quantitative Data vs. Reality

 Statistics as Objectivity e Objectivity as Accuracy?

* Cross-National e Structuring Norms to Fit
Comparison Data?

* Technical Specificity vs. e Setting Policy to Meet
Governmental Flexibility Indicators?

What Role for Interdisciplinarity?




Benjamin Mason Meier
Assistant Professor of
Global Health Policy
University of North
Carolina — Chapel Hill
bmeier@unc.edu




