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Outline	
  

1.  Development	
  –	
  Human	
  Rights	
  to	
  Water	
  &	
  
Sanita=on	
  

2.  Implementa=on	
  –	
  Indicators	
  as	
  a	
  Means	
  to	
  
Accountability	
  

3.  Applica=on	
  –	
  Crea=ng	
  Indicators	
  for	
  Water	
  &	
  
Sanita=on	
  	
  

Development	
   ImplementaEon	
   ApplicaEon	
  



Developing	
  Water	
  as	
  a	
  Human	
  Right	
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Millennium	
  
Development	
  
Goals	
  

MDGs for Health 

DEVELOPMENT	
   ImplementaEon	
   ApplicaEon	
  



General	
  Comment	
  15	
  (2002)	
  
The	
  adequacy	
  of	
  water,	
  
although	
  variable,	
  is	
  
determined	
  in	
  all	
  
circumstances	
  by:	
  
1.  Availability	
  
2.  Quality	
  
3.  Accessibility	
  	
  

– Physical	
  accessibility	
  	
  
– Economic	
  accessibility	
  	
  
– Non-­‐discrimina=on	
  

–  Informa=on	
  
accessibility	
  	
  

[R]ight	
  to	
  water	
  indicators	
  should	
  
be	
  inden5fied	
  in	
  na5onal	
  water	
  
strategies	
  or	
  plans	
  of	
  ac5on.	
  	
  The	
  
indicators	
  should	
  be	
  designed	
  to	
  
monitor,	
  at	
  the	
  na5onal	
  and	
  
interna5onal	
  levels,	
  the	
  State	
  
party’s	
  obliga5ons	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  [and]	
  
should	
  address	
  the	
  different	
  
components	
  of	
  adequate	
  water	
  
(such	
  as	
  sufficiency,	
  safety	
  and	
  
acceptability,	
  affordability	
  and	
  
physical	
  accessibility)	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  UN	
  Commi[ee	
  on	
  Economic,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
  	
  	
  Social	
  and	
  Cultural	
  Rights	
  

DEVELOPMENT	
   ImplementaEon	
   ApplicaEon	
  



Human	
  	
  
Rights	
  

ImplemenEng	
  Water	
  as	
  a	
  Human	
  Right	
  
UN	
  ResoluEon	
  on	
  the	
  Right	
  to	
  
Water	
  and	
  SanitaEon	
  (2010)	
  

From	
  Independent	
  Expert	
  to	
  
Special	
  Rapporteur	
  

“Measuring whether Governments 
are making efforts towards the 
realization of the rights to water 
and sanitation to the maximum of 
available resources is an 
important budding area of work.”


 
 - Catarina de Albequerque


“the	
  right	
  to	
  safe	
  and	
  clean	
  drinking	
  
water	
  and	
  sanita=on	
  as	
  a	
  human	
  
right	
  that	
  is	
  essen=al	
  for	
  the	
  full	
  
enjoyment	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  all	
  human	
  
rights.”	
  

MDGs	
  

Development	
   IMPLEMENTATION	
   ApplicaEon	
  



From	
  General	
  Comment	
  to	
  Rights-­‐
Based	
  Indicators	
  

Process	
  –	
  Indicator	
  Development	
  

Structural	
   Process	
   Outcome	
  

Binary	
   Largely	
  
Qualita=ve	
  

Largely	
  
Quan=ta=ve	
  

State	
  
commitments	
  
to	
  undertake	
  
measures	
  for	
  
the	
  realiza=on	
  

of	
  the	
  right	
  	
  

State	
  efforts	
  
to	
  implement	
  

the	
  right	
  	
  

Popula=on-­‐level	
  
results	
  reflec=ng	
  
individual	
  
enjoyment	
  of	
  the	
  

right	
  	
  

Role	
  of	
  the	
  OHCHR/
Special	
  Rapporteurs	
  

Paul	
  Hunt	
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   ApplicaEon	
  



CreaEng	
  Indicators	
  for	
  Water	
  and	
  
SanitaEon	
  

• Elaborate	
  
Norms	
  

• Conceptualize	
  
• Outline	
  
Indicator	
  
Categories	
  

• Translate	
  
Exis=ng	
  Data	
  
into	
  Rights-­‐
Based	
  Indicators	
  

• Create	
  Overlap	
  
across	
  Rights	
  

JusEfy	
   Propose	
   Review	
  

Development	
   ImplementaEon	
   APPLICATION	
  

• Consult	
  for	
  
scien=fic	
  
validity	
  and	
  
policy	
  relevance	
  	
  



Conflicts	
  in	
  Crea=ng	
  an	
  Indicator	
  Set	
  
for	
  Water	
  and	
  Sanita=on	
  

QualitaEve	
  vs.	
  
QuanEtaEve	
   Data	
  vs.	
  Reality	
  

•  Objec=vity	
  as	
  Accuracy?	
  
•  Structuring	
  Norms	
  to	
  Fit	
  

Data?	
  
•  Sejng	
  Policy	
  to	
  Meet	
  

Indicators?	
  

•  Sta=s=cs	
  as	
  Objec=vity	
  
•  Cross-­‐Na=onal	
  

Comparison	
  
•  Technical	
  Specificity	
  vs.	
  

Governmental	
  Flexibility	
  

Development	
   ImplementaEon	
   APPLICATION	
  

What	
  Role	
  for	
  Interdisciplinarity?	
  




